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sixty combinations/' he continued as he counted
out fifty long, slender bamboo sticks from the
bunch he had taken from a jar which always stands
on his felted desk. From the fifty sticks which
he held in one hand, Takashima chose one stick
and returned it to the jar. This single bamboo is
what is kn<3wn as the basic stick. The remaining
forty-nine he divided with dramatic precision into
two bunches which he designated as the negative
and the positive, in and jo. The positive group
is always the one held in the left hand. He ex-
plained that he divides the sticks into two bunches
when his heart communicates with the gods.
Taking one stick from the negative bundle,
Takashima shifted it to the positive side so that
the negative and the positive could come together.
Then he counted the positive sticks with a 'speck!
system of eight counts: ken, da, ri9 shin, son, kan,
gon, kon* When he had finished counting, the mys-
terious number on which the counting ended
indicated to him which of the six, fiat, divining
rods lying in front of him in orderly fashion to turn
over* This dividing of the bamboo sticks and the
counting procedure he repeated three times, each
time moving a divining block to indicate the end
number, Like the positive and negative hands,
so the divining rods have positive a&d negative